





d. Population by Age

Age is an important factor when planning recreational facilities. Like most communities,
Avon has a diverse range of ages in their population, with the greatest percentage of the
population between the ages under 12, 30-39, and 40-49. In 1996, the median age in Avon
was estimated at 31.8 years of age.

The adopted Comprehensive Plan (1998) estimated the statewide population of persons 65
years of age or older was 12.6%. The Town of Avon only had 3.9% of the total population
over 65 years of age. The Plan concluded that the Town of Avon has a younger population
than the State average. The report also identified that approximately 35% of the population
was under the age of 19 years. Table 3 shows the breakdown of age groups in Avon.

The Avon Town Council has the responsibility of offering a wide variety of recreational
activities for persons of all ages. Table 3 should act as a guide when the town is planning
new recreational facilities and programs.

TABLE 3: POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY AGE 1996

Avon, Indiana

Toddler/Preschool 5 542 13.53

1-5
Adolescents 6-12 7 505 12.6
Teens 13-18 6 336 8.39
Young Adults I 6 142 3.54
19-24
Young Adults I1 5 325 8.11
25-29 :
Adults I 10 986 24.61
30-39
Adults II 10 626 15.62
40-49
Adults III 10 312 7.79
50-59
Mature Adults 25+ 231 5.77
60 +
TOTAL 99.96

SOURCE: Special Census, 1996, US Department of Commerce, Bureau of Census
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Population Density

The Town of Avon is comprised of approximately 5.2 square miles
square miles, containing 3,344 acres, as of April 1998 (Avon
Comprehensive Plan, 1998). The Town has a population density of
770.6 people per square mile.

Household Trends and Forecasts

The number of households in Avon is a function of a variety of factors,
including:

* The number of person older than age 20 who form households;

* The housing supply and economic conditions;

* Individual decisions regarding marriage, divorce and
childbearing.

The U.S. Bureau of Census reports that “..there have been
considerable shifts in the choices American adults have made
concerning family formation and dissolution, and these choices are
clearly reflected in the changing composition of households and
families.” The U.S. Census report continues:

“The number of married-couple households with children present
(two-parent households) has declined since 1970, but the number of
one-parent households has more than doubled.”

“Although non-family households accounted for most of the net
increase in households from 1975 to 1985, family households have
been the major component of household increase since 1980.”

“Most of the increase in the number of family households since 1980
has been attributable to families maintained by a man or woman with
no spouse present, and a substantial majority of these “other families”
were maintained by women.” According to the 1990 Census, the
average household size in the United States has decreased to 2.63
persons.

The Town of Avon had 1,341 households in 1996, according to the
special census that was performed. The average household size was
3.01 persons per household. Combined with the age demographics
presented by the special census a conclusion can be drawn that Avon
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has attracted a higher percentage of families than the average
community in the country.

2. Economic Characteristics

The objective of this section and the social characteristics section is to
provide the Avon Town Council with a solid base of information for planning
park and recreational facilities, areas, and programs. While the social
characteristics section focused on population and households, this section
focuses on people, employment, income, housing, and education.

a. People and Employment

According to data obtained from the 1997 County Business Patterns
for Hendricks County, Indiana, prepared by the U.S. Census Bureau,
the greatest percentages of employed persons in Hendricks County
are employed in the retail trade businesses. The economic base for
the area consists of predominantly retail commercial businesses with
limited light industrial uses. The U.S. 36 corridor contains the
majority of retail commercial and professional offices in the area.

b. People and Income

According to the 1990 U.S. Bureau of Census, the median household
income for Hendricks County was $46,515 in 1993. The median
household income increased 16.6% from the 1989 figure of $39,892.
In 1993, 4.7% of the persons in Hendricks County earned an income
below the poverty level and in 1994 the per capita income was
$21,959.

c. People and Housing

The 1996 Special Census, prepared by the U.S. Bureau of Census,
reported that there were a total of 1,341 housing units in Avon, of
which 1,294 or 96.5% were owner occupied. In comparison, the
1990 Census indicated that only 65% of the housing units across the
State were owner occupied.

d. People and Education

Income and education are closely linked together when related to
participation in recreation. Studies have shown that as a person’s
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education level rises, their income usually rises, along with greater
accessibility to public and private recreation resources. At least
84.1% of Hendricks County residents 25 years old and older have
completed high school or had some college experience, with 18.2%
having graduated from college.

Built Influences

According to the adopted Avon Comprehensive Plan (Plan) (1998), the Town
of Avon is predominantly a residential community whose roots were
developed by agricultural and industrial uses. The Plan cites U.S. Census
Bureau information that identifies Hendricks County as the second fastest
growth area in the State with a 21.9% growth rate, exceeded only by
Hamilton County. The Plan identifies the Town’s close proximity to the
CSX Railroad yard and the City of Indianapolis as reasons for increased
growth and development. The Plan also identifies additional growth through
the proposed annexations.

Almost 25% of the total existing land is in residential development with over
41% of the developed, non-agriculture land being used for residential uses.
In contrast, approximately 82 acres or 2.5% of the total land are currently
being used for Open Space / Recreation.

Beyond the choice of recreation type, the physical impact of activities on the
land affect where recreation can and should occur. Built influences, such as
transportation, add new dimensions to the planning spectrum and are
important when planning for recreation.

a. Transportation & Circulation

The speed of transportation connects the world of the new
millennium into one global unit where parcels can be delivered
overnight to any place in the world. Within the United States this
speed is provided by a complex circulation network covering land, air
and sea. The visible physical attributes of the circulation system
affect the location of recreational facilities both by determining the
geographical distribution of the population and by setting limits on
the types of recreation that are compatible with transportation
generated noise.
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Automobile

As the prime mode of individual transportation, the
automobile’s tremendous impact on American culture
compels planners to include it as a major consideration in
planning efforts. Due to the Towns close proximity to
Indianapolis, traffic volumes into and through the Town are
extremely high.

Airports

The closest major airport is Indianapolis Airport in Marion
County. The airport is located approximately 10 miles away
and has flights from most major airlines. Speedway Airport
contains a small airfield and is located along the northern
edge of Washington Township. Reportedly, Speedway
Airport will be shut down when a new airfield opens in

Center Township (Washington Township Park & Recreation
Master Plan).

Railroads

Although freight rail service is an important part of the area’s
commerce. No passenger rail service is currently available in
the Town. Freight rail uses the CSX (formerly Conrail) line
just south of U.S. 36 and the Big Four Yard is located in the
Town of Avon. This yard serves as a major classification
center used by several major railroads. Work began in 1959
on the Avon 4470 car yard, which eventually cost 14 million
dollars. (“The Big Four Yard” History of the Town of Avon,
Avon-Washington Township Public Library, February 2000)

Before automobiles, Avon residents were able to use an inter-
urban to travel from Avon to Indianapolis. In 1905, the track
and lines were constructed through Avon paralleling U.S. 36.
Avon became a stop along the inter-urban that extended to
Danville. Reportedly, the schedule was similar to the modern
day bus schedule, running on the hour, from early morning
until midnight. In approximately 1930, the inter-urban was
discontinued and was replaced by automobiles. (Avon

Community Unit of Study, Bohlen, Lorrie 1985, Avon-
Washington Township Public Library, February 2000)
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Railroads have played an important role in recreational
planning in the past and as railroad use declines in some
area’s and railroad companies reduce rail traffic or
consolidate lines, abandoned railway corridors hold
opportunities for local and regional recreation. The railroad
corridors left behind have become a great recreational
opportunity for trail (bicycle and pedestrian) development.
Currently there are two abandoned rail segments in the
Township, both of which are beyond the limits of Avon.

4. Bicvcle & Pedestrian Trails

The Town currently does not have developed bicycle or
walking trails and many streets do not have sidewalks. The
potential does exist for such facilities around the White Lick
Creek corridor or the future Town Hall Park. In addition, the
Town is considering a Comprehensive Sidewalk Plan.

5. Water

Avon’s water resources have not always been recognized as
recreational resources in the past, but these important
waterways also hold recreational opportunity for the town.
The White Lick Creek provides a great opportunity for
greenway, recreational corridors and interpretive areas. The
White Lick Creek corridor could connect with different areas
within the Avon Town limits. The Town Hall Park property
contains a lake of nearly 10 acres that could be used for
various types of recreation.

b. Governmental Units of Zoning

The Avon Town Council is responsible for the coordination and
operation of all of the public areas within the Avon Town limits. The
Public Works Department is responsible for maintaining the Town’s
facilities including park areas. Washington Township maintains the
Washington Township Park located within the jurisdictional
boundaries of the Town of Avon. The Avon Town Council also
oversees planning, zoning and subdivision regulations within the
Town of Avon.
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TOWN RECREATION PROFILE

A. HISTORY OF AVON RECREATION

1.

Previous Accomplishments

One of the most notable accomplishments, since the Town’s incorporation in
1995, has been the acquisition of the Town Hall Park property. Land
acquisition is often one of the most difficult stages of park development due
to the price of land. The Town of Avon purchased the 52 acre property in
1999 for $1 million dollars. The purchase was funded by Build Indiana
Grants and a Bond Issue. The site is being developed as a Town Hall and
park area. Construction on the Town Hall began in 1999. The building was
officially opened in April 2000. Other notable accomplishments include the
creation of the parks, recreation and beautification council, installation of
dusk to dawn lighting and posting no swimming, no boating and no skating
signs around the Town Hall park lake.

In 2000, the Town financed a structural integrity test of the dam and spillway
at the Town Hall park site. The Town also supplied a gravel overlay of the
existing concrete path around the lake, adopted fishing regulations and park
rules, and adopted residential open space requirements for all future
development. The Town also applied for and received a $6,500.00
Community Planning Fund Grant to assist in the preparation of a Five-Year
Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

B. INVENTORY OF FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS

1.

Recreation

The recreation and open space opportunities available to the Town are shown
in Figure 2. The Town currently does not have a parks and recreation
department and only owns one park site. All associated maintenance of
public parks and open spaces is the responsibility of the public works
department.

The Town has a variety of recreational opportunities. A description of each
category is given below.

a. Town Hall Park - The Town Hall Park is a 52 acre parcel with an
almost 10 acre lake and some woods. See Figure 1. The property
was formerly known as the Taylor property and was purchased for $1
million in 1999. The land purchase was funded by several Build
Indiana Grants and by a bond issue. The Town received
approximately $545,000 with the support of State Senator Connie
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